
























































proposals. The new provision allows employ
ers to pay what is called an opportunity wage. 

The opportunity wage allows employers to 
pay a worker who is under 20 years old $4.25 
an hour during the first 90 days on the job. The 
new law also includes a provision prohibiting 
companies from displacing any employee -
including a reduction in hours or wages - to 
hire another person at the lower wage. 

Before the new law, there were three sepa
rate minimum wage levels in Minnesota. Busi
nesses with more than $362,500 in annual 
sales had to pay their workers at least $4.25 an 
hour, while companies with lesser sales had to 
a minimum of $4 per hour. A federally man
dated $4.75 per hour minimum wage affected 
only those businesses with annual gross sales 
in excess of $500,000. The federal level in
creased to $5.15 on Sept. 1, 1997. 

Another provision the governor had sought 
- a so-called tip credit - is not included in 
the new law. A tip credit would allow employ
ers to pay tipped workers less than the mini
mum wage on the logic that tips more than 
make up for the difference. Federal law allows 
states to enact the tip credit and many states, 
including those neighboring Minnesota, do. 
But Minnesota does not. 

The new law was sponsored by Sen. Randy 
Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) and Rep. Jim Farrell 
(DFL-St. Paul). 

Second Special Session: HF2/SFI */CHI 

Pay increases for agency heads 

A new law provides pay increases for state 
agency heads, the governor, legislators, and 
judges. 

The measure passed with the support of 
Gov. Arne Carlson, who argued that increases 
in pay were necessary to attract and retain top 
candidates to lead state departments. It is the 
first pay increase for most department heads 
in 11 years. 

Under the new law, the governor's salary 
increases by 2.5 percent effective July 1, 1997, 
and by another 2.5 percent effective Jan. 1, 
1998. The end result is that the governor's pay 
will move from $114,506 to $120,303. 

Other constitutional officers, such as the 
lieutenant governor and the attorney general, 
also receive matching 2. 5 percent pay increases 
in July 1997 and January 1998. 

Salaries for state department heads are 
capped at either 75 percent or 85 percent of 
the governor's salary, under the new law. That 
means the top agency-head pay allowed will 
reach $102,258 in January 1998. 

Under previous law, salaries for most de
partment heads were capped at $67,505 or 
$78, 500, depending on the agency. 

Individual department heads do not auto
matically receive raises. Pay increases within 
the new salary ranges must be recommended 
by the governor and approved by the Legisla
ture. 

The new law also calls for a 5 percent in
crease in the salary legislators receive, effective 
Jan. 4, 1999. The state constitution requires an 
election - in this case, the 1998 House elec
tion - to fall between the time a salary in
crease for legislators is approved and the time 
it takes effect. 

Legislators now receive an annual salary of 
$29,657. The new law will bump legislators' 
pay to $31,140. 

The new law also increases salaries of Su
preme Court, Court of Appeals, and District 
Court judges by 4 percent on July 1, 1997, and 
again by 5 percent on Jan. 1, 1998. 

(That means the pay for District Court 
judges is capped at $86,834 after July 1, 1997, 
and at $91,175 after Jan. 1, 1998.) 

Judges will see further pay raises in January 
1999 and January 2000 that will match the 
average salary adjustment for state employees 
during the previous year. 

The new law was sponsored by Rep. Loren 
Solberg (DFL-Bovey) and Sen. RoyTerwilliger 
(R-Edina). 

Second Special Session: HF3/SF2*/CH3 

Oct. 23, 1997 -

Third Special Session 
Lawmakers have passed three major bills during 
the Third Special Session: a resolution calling on 
the federal government to prevent professional 
sports teams from being lured away from cities 
and states; a bill to temporarily restore food 
stamps for legal immigrants with children to the 
level they received before the welfare system was 
revamped; and a bill to help cover the costs of 
dealing with a health threat that forced the 
closing of Crooked Lake Elementary School in 
Andover, Minn. The Third Special Session had 
yet to adjourn when this publication went to 
press. 

Professional sports teams 

State lawmakers approved a resolution Oct. 
28 calling on the federal government to take 
action to prevent professional sports teams 
from being lured away from cities and states. 

The resolution states that professional sports 
are valuable assets for communities and that 
the use of public resources to attract or retain 
sports franchises has created" counterproduc
tive economic competition" that is to the det
riment of everyone except team owners. 

The resolution calls on Congress to con
sider action to discourage the movement of 

sports teams and to prohibit the use of public 
resources to encourage franchise owners to 
move. The resolution also suggests that sports 
leagues be prohibited from blocking commu
nity ownership of sports teams. And the reso
lution asks that Major League Baseball's 
exemption from antitrust laws be repealed. 

House members approved the measure on a 
121-3 vote. The Senate vote was 63-0. Copies 
of the resolution will be sent to members of 
Congress and officials in all 50 states. 

Rep. Phyllis Kahn (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. 
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) sponsored the 
resolution. 

Third Special Session: SF22*/HF9 

Food stamps restored 

The Legislature approved a bill Oct. 28 to 
temporarily restore food stamps for legal im
migrants with children to the level they re
ceived before the overhaul of the welfare 
system. 

Federal welfare reform measures that took 
effect this year cut food stamps for legal immi
grants, but the state enacted welfare reform 
legislation earlier this year that restored food 
stamps for legal non-citizen families at 60 
percent of the former level. 

(Another law passed earlier this year pro
vides supplements to help legal immigrants 
without children to purchase Minnesota
grown food products.) 

The bill approved by the Legislature during 
the 1997 Third Special Session calls for legal 
immigrant families to receive food stamps at 
the full level they received before welfare re
form. Without it, such legal immigrants with 
children could receive only $38 a month for 
food. The bill makes them eligible for about 
$63 a month. 

Only those legal non-citizens who resided 
in the state on July 1, 1997, will be eligible for 
thehigheramountinfoodstamps. That change 
will effect about 10,000 people. The House 
passed the measure on a 129-0 vote. The Sen
ate passed it 61-0. 

The bill calls for the change to be in effect 
until June 30, 1998, or until the Minnesota 
Family Investment Program-Statewide 
(MFIP-S) is operative in the recipient's home 
county. After MFIP-S is implemented, the 
legal immigrants will be eligible for food sub
sidies under that program. 

MFIP-S is a welfare-to-work program that 
allows welfare recipients to accept entry-level 
jobs and continue to receive some public as
sistance. The program also provides some job 
training for those who need it. The idea be
hind the program is that it will help to support 
people as they gain work experience and even-
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tually move off the welfare rolls and into bet
ter-compensated jobs. The program is to be 
implemented in all counties across the state 
between Jan. 1, 1998, and March 31, 1998. 

The bill calls for slig~tly more than $2 mil
lion to be spent to provide the higher amount 
in food stamps, but the measure will not re
quire new spending. Money approved for other 
uses in ear lier welfare reform legislation will be 
reallocated to support the food stamp changes. 

Rep. Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls) and Sen. 
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls) sponsored the bill. 

1997 Third Special Session: HF18/SF21 * 

Health threat funding 

A bill approved by the Legislature will pro
vide funds to help cover costs necessary to deal 
with a potential health threat that forced the 
shutdown of Crooked Lake Elementary School 
in Andover, Minn. 

Anoka-Hennepin School District officials 
moved quickly to close the school and make 
arrangements to continue classes elsewhere 
after significant mold infestation was discov
ered in the ceilings of classrooms. 

The mold problem, believed to be the result 
of storm damage earlier this year, has created 
a headache for the district, which could face a 
total of $2.5 million in repair and moving 
costs by the time the problem is completely 
resolved. , 

The bill will provide $500,000 to help the 
district deal with some immediate concerns. A 
total of $250,000 is for costs ofleasing space to 
temporarily serve as classrooms for the school's 
pupils and transporting the children to the 
temporary facilities. Another $250,000 will 
pay for repairs related to the indoor air prob
lems created by the mold. 

House members approved the bill 125-1. 
The Senate vote was 56-6. 

Rep. KathyTingelstad (R-Andover) and Sen. 
Leo Foley (DFL-Anoka) sponsored the bill. 

Third Special Session: HF20/SF8* 
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Oct. 12, 1925 - Oct. 15, 1996 

tri James Isaac Rice 
Family and friends gathered Oct. 18, 1997, 

to celebrate the life and times of the Minne-
sotaLegislature's "Orator Extraordinaire," Jim 
Rice. Literary genius, champion of justice and 
the arts for many, distinct sense of humor for 
some, gruff to a few, soft to his grandchildren; 
he was respected by all. 

Three months before he was to retire for 
health reasons after spending 26 years in of
fice, Rep. Rice died at about 9:30 p.m. Oct. 15, 
1996, at his State Office Building desk at a time 
when no one else was around, doing what he 
loved- being a legislator. 

Members and staff had just celebrated his 
71st birthday that af
ternoon, and he had 
entertained them with 
his quips and quotes. 

the members were listening, then slowly said, 
"Gloat and laugh over the triumph of injured 
people. Enjoy your hour in the sun, but time 
will befall you. Mark my words!" Then he 
slammed down the microphone, sat down, 
leaned back, and closed his eyes as if oblivious 
to anything going on. 

On a less serious note, he would sit at his 
desk in the chamber and often would appear 
to be asleep or at least nodding. On one occa
sion, after a very long debate on a not so 
exciting bill, the vote was taken. The Speaker 
then said, "There being 59 ayes and 73 nays, 
the bill did not pass." Rice sat up suddenly and 

said to his deskmate, 
"What the hell did we 
just vote on? Did we 
kill it?" 

Rice was an elder 
statesman of the Min
nesota House of Rep
resentatives and the 
long-time chair of the 
Economic Develop
ment, Infrastructure 
and Regulation Fi
nance Committee. In 
that capacity, he was a 

A staff member 
once told the story of 
Rice entertammg 
guests at a party with 
some lengthy quote 
by Plato. He paused 
in mid-sentence, The late Rep. Jim Rice imitated J.D. Rockefeller 

passing out dimes to the poor during a 1991 rally closed his eyes, and 
to protest proposed tax cuts for the wealthy. began to snore. 

major exponent of state funding to the arts 
community and for a new Minnesota History 
Center. 

A month before he died, Rice was honored by 
the Minnesota Orchestra for his outstanding 
contributions to the arts. According to the J anu
ary 1994 issue of Showcase, an orchestra publica
tion, Rice, who was rarely one to accept accolades, 
said " ... his involvement in the arts stemmed 
from the everyday people who produce it." 

"He spoke for thousands who found them
selves voiceless," said 
Eamon Rice, one his eight children. He 
marched with Martin Luther King, fought for 
the poor, and fought for his working class 
neighborhood in north Minneapolis and those 
in other parts of the state. He spoke often and 
told many stories about his friends - "Smil
ing Mike," "Cheat the Gas Company Vic," 
"Andy the Polish Adonis," and "Gunnysack 
Olson" - all of whom received "no respect." 

Labor members knew him well, for he made 
the rights of labor workers one of his major 
causes - and he never had a union card! The 
long-time public servant was noted for his 
oratory on the floor of the House. He is well
remembered for chastising colleagues who 
voted in support of a bill to cut back on 
workers' compensation. Rice rose to speak, 
scanned the chamber until he knew most of 

Twenty minutes later, 
he awoke, continued expounding where he 
stopped, never missing a word! 

For manyyears, Rice's end seat in the House 
chamber was three rows back from the main 
desk, just left of the main aisle. That spot on 
the floor is distinctive because of the nature of 
the acoustics in the chamber. A whisper from 
that seat can be heard by only one person. 

Often, that one person heard one-liners 
like, "Sounds good to me!" or "Sit down you 
nitwit!" And once, during a long and boring 
explanation of a bill by a member, Rice turned 
to a colleague and whispered, "Never murder 
a man who is committing suicide!" 

Shortly before he died, Rice's tender side 
was exemplified in a letter he wrote to his 
grandson, John Con or, upon hearing that John 
had learned to read. John read the letter at his 
grandfather's funeral. An excerpt states: " ... 
how wonderful that news was to me .... Your 
ability to read is better than any toy in the 
world: it will never break. ... It will be your 
best friend. It will help you to love other 
people and they will love you .... It will teach 
you about the world and all the people in the 
world ... ' .We are all very proud of you and 
thank you for your hard work." 

Thank you, Representative Rice, for all your 
hard work. 

-LeClair G. Lambert 



Resting on the banks of the Minnesota 
River with a population of just more 
than 3,000 lies the predominantly Scan
dinavian city of Granite Falls, the seat of 
Yellow Medicine County. 

Located about 40 miles southwest of 
WiJlmar, the site of the 1997 Harvest 
Moon Mini-Session Oct. 15-17, Granite 
Falls hosted several Minnesota House 
committee hearings that week. 

The area was first settled by the Sioux, 
and later by settlers from the Eastern 
United States and Scandinavia. 

Perhaps the town's greatest claim to 
fame is that it was the hometown of U.S. 
Rep. Andrew J. Volstead. The 
congressman's former home now houses 
business offices and a museum devoted 
to his life and work. 

In 1920, Volstead chaired the House 
Judiciary Committee, which is why the 
law that enacted Prohibition became 
known as the Volstead Act. 

His involvement with the effort to out
law alcohol in the U.S. largely accounts 
for Volstead's name recognition, but the 
Republican wanted to be known more 
for his work on behalf of farmers during 
his 20 years in Congress. 

One of Volstead's most notable agri
cultural initiatives allowed farmers to 
form cooperatives to negotiate for better 
prices for their goods. Before 1922, farm
ers had no effective way of bargaining 
with flour miJlers and other trusts for fair 
..JJdces, 

Volstead considered the problem and 
helped write the Capper-Volstead Act, 
which permitted farmers to join together 
to negotiate a better price. 

Andrew J. Volstead 

Photo from Men of Minnesota, 
published by R. L Polk and Co., 1915 

Liberty! The American Revolution 
The most important part of living in a de

mocracy is to participate in it, and the best way 
to do that is to make the most of your 
education. 

And if some of the students from Northeast 
Middle School in Minneapolis didn't believe 
that when they heard legislators say it, they 
could talk to one of our Founding Fathers, 
Thomas Jefferson, who backed them up em
phatically. 

Well, it wasn't actually Thomas Jefferson. It 
was Clay Jenkinson, a Jefferson impersonator. 
Jenkinson, 42, a history professor at the Uni
versity ofN evada-Reno, is giving his Jefferson 
impersonation around the country in prepa
ration for "Liberty! The American Revolu
tion," a six-part PBS documentary on the 
people, ideas, and events that led to July 4, 
177 6. It will be shown throughout the coun
try Nov. 23-25. 

Jenkinson was speaking to stu
dents in the House chamber 
Oct. 14. N orwest Bank, 
which is sponsoring 
the documentary, has 
donated a teaching 
video edition and cur
riculum for the docu
mentary to schools in 
communities where the 
banks are located. North
east Middle School won a 
drawing to come to the Capi
tol and hear Jenkinson speak. 
He then answered questions 
from the middle school stu
dents, who were sitting in the 
very chairs in which their rep
resentatives make laws. 

"This can only work if we are well-educated. 
We must have all of our citizens generally 
well-educated if we want to improve our
selves. Without it, I do not think we can have 
liberty,'' he said. 

Jenkinson/Jefferson then opened it up for 
questions, and there were many. Several asked 
personal questions, like the number of chil
dren he had (six, four of whom died in child
hood), how old was he when he became 
president ( 5 7), and who was his greatest influ
ence (his father, Peter Jefferson, who died 
when Jefferson was 14). One asked what he 
meant when he wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, "All men are created equal." 

An excellent question, he said, and he took 
the opportunity to talk about slavery, and his 
ownership of slaves. 

"It's a bad thing. I thought it would 
ruin the United States. In my time, I 

was the foremost American advo
cate for freeing slaves," he said, 

adding that he sponsored 
futile legislation to do 

that while in Virginia's 
colonial legislature. 

"I owned slaves, 
I had 200 slaves. I 
tried to treat my 
slaves as well as I 
could," he said. 

However, he felt 
it would be problem-

atical to release slaves in 
one fell swoop into a land 
where they were not wel
come as equals, he said. 
That explanation was 
good enough for Kyle 
Brown, an African
American seventh
grader. 

"It was very in
teresting and I'm glad to 
see he wasn't a racist," he 
said. 

Jenkinson, wearing a red wig, 
knee breeches, and white 
stockings, spoke as though he 
actually was our third presi
dent. During his time, he 
said, "the only people who 
were educated were wealthy. 
The average citizen lived in a 
house with no books, except 
the Bible and Shakespeare," he 
said. 

To improve on that, educa
tion was expanded eventually 

Clay Jenkinson 
portrays Thomas Jefferson 

The students 
from Minneapolis and 
their parents are repre
sented in the House by 
Rep. Len Biernat (DFL
Mpls), who was pleased 

to become free and compulsory for everyone, 
which he called very important for a 
democracy. 

"The individuals have been emancipated 
from the constraints that have existed,'' he 
said, "so they're free to educate and govern 
themselves." 

they were able to come to the Capitol. 
"It's a pretty good program. We're doing 

things to interest the youngsters," he said. 
And it was interesting to Kyle. "I liked it 

very much. It was very interesting and educa
tional,'' he said. 
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Willma'r, Minnesota 
Mean daily minimum temperature in January, in degrees Fahrenheit .................... 2 
Mean daily maximum temperature in July, in degrees Fahrenheit ......................... 85 
Average annual precipitation, in inches ................................................................. 25.2 
Elevation of Willmar, in feet above sea level.. ...................................................... 1,131 
Area of Willmar, in square miles .......................................................................... 13.08 
Population of Willmar, 1950 ................................................................................. 9,410 

in 1970 ............................................................................................................... 12,869 
in 1990 ............................................................................................................... 17,531 
in 1996 ............................................................................................................... 18,959 

Year Willmar was established as the Kandiyohi County seat .............................. 1871 
Population of Kandiyohi County, 1950 ............................................................. 28,644 

in 1970 ............................................................................................................... 30,548 
in 1990 ............................................................................................................... 38,761 
in 1996 ............................................................................................................... 41,040 

Number of households in Willmar ....................................................................... 6,980 
in I<andiyohi County ....................................................................................... 14,480 

Employees ofJennie-0 Foods, Inc., Willmar's largest employer ....................... 1,700 
Number of turkey recipes at ((Gobble Tall< USA," Jennie-O's web site .................. 57 
Employees of Willmar Poultry Co., Willmar's second-largest employer .......... 1,000 
Places of worship in Willmar ..................................................................................... 27 

Protestant churches ................................................................................................. 25 
Acres of park land in Willmar .................................................................................. 300 
Number of lakes in Kandiyohi County ................................................................... 361 
Number of seats in Willmar Civic Center ............................................................ 4,000 
Hotels and motels in Willmar .................................................................................... 10 

Number of rooms .................................................................................................. 498 
Retail sales in Willmar, 1985 ................................................................... $155,399,952 

in 1995 ................................................................................................... $317,965,364 
Number of Willmar Senior High School graduates who became astronauts ........... 1 
Number of space shuttle missions flown byWillmar's George "Pinky,, Nelson ..... 3 

Sources: Willmar Convention & Visitors Bureau; Willmar Area Chamber of Commerce; 
Minnesota Department of Trade & Economic Development; Minnesota State Lottery; 
www.jennieo.com; Kandiyohi County Historical Society. 
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For more information 

~ 
For general information, call: 

House Information Office 
(612) 296-2146 or 
1-800-657-3550 

To obtain a copy of a bill, call: 

Chief Clerk's Office 
(612) 296-2314 

To find out about bill introductions or 
the status of a specific bill, call: 

House Index Office 
(612) 296-6646 

For up-to-date recorded message 
giving committee meeting times and 
agendas, call: 

Committee Hotline 
(612) 296-9283 

a 
(o l 

The House of Representatives can be 
reached on the World Wide Web at: 

http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us 
,,...._ 
••••• •••• •..=..::..• 

Teletypewrlter{TTY) 

Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired. 
To ask questions or leave messages, 
call: 

TTY Line (612) 296-9896 or 
1-800-657-3550 

Check your local listings to watch House 
committee and floor sessions on TV. 

This document can be made available 
in alternate formats. 


